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was that at least thirty per cent, of the crowds consisted
of women, who, in Spain, are supposed to be staunch
Catholics and Conservatives ! The demonstration was well
staged throughout, and such was the moderation and dis-
cipline of the blue-shirted Communists that supporters of
the Right viewed it with grave misgivings for the future.
Perhaps the most striking demonstration of the rise of
the Left occurred in the province of Badajoz, where 60,000
agricultural workers, under the leadership of Communist
deputies, to all intents and purposes took possession of the
whole province. They confiscated the big estates and
proceeded to partition the land amongst themselves. Their
leaders demanded of the Government that the settlers be
provided with the wherewithal to cultivate the land.
In other parts of Spain there were similar movements.
These activities caused the Government to amend or elimi-
nate those sections of the Land Law of 1935, which were
objectionable to the Left. In seven provinces where agri-
cultural distress was most acute steps were taken to settle
peasant workers on the land ; these settlers had hitherto
been accustomed to hire themselves for a meagre wage to
landowners. In many parts of Spain the peasantry appro-
priated and began to cultivate land in anticipation of legal
formalities.
In Catalonia the power of the Left was also demon-
strated. The return of Senor Companys, the Catalan
President, was a signal for many proclamations of local
independence. The President himself announced that he
stood by " the Catalan State of the Spanish Federal Re-
public." On 26th March the local Corts was reopened,
after having been suspended for seventeen months. Parlia-
ment then proceeded to nullify all laws unpalatable to
Catalonia which had been passed during this period. In